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EDITOR’S CHATTER
As promised our first Newsletter for 2014
continues the commentary on the Trustees’
visit to Zambia last September.
This issue covers the visits to the schools we
support in the Eastern Province of Zambia, in
particular, Mfuwe and Msoro. In 2006, the
first Literacy Boxes were sent to Mfuwe Basic
School and Holy Hill Community School in
Msoro. Our partner Rotary Club, Roborough,
was thrilled to be able to celebrate the
chartering of a new Rotary Club in Mfuwe,
by setting up a Rotary Matching Grant to
deliver Literacy Boxes to two schools in
Mfuwe. The delivery of the materials to the
schools was timed to coincide with the
Trustees’ trip. The project was first reported
on in our January 2013 Newsletter and
Roborough Rotary Club have just submitted
the first annual interim report.
A similar project, this time managed by the
Rotary Club of Portsmouth and Southsea, will
promote literacy and numeracy in the
Philippines by providing Literacy Boxes and
local curriculum text books for Filipino
children. Local Rotary Clubs and community
leaders will be involved in providing reading
programmes and assistance to teachers to
ensure that the project has sustainability.
The project is being supported by 19 clubs in
District 1110, to which Portsmouth and
Southsea club belongs, together with the Isle

of Skye, Helston Lizard, Worsley, Prestatyn,
Swindon, Orpington and Bush Hill Park. Based
on the pledges currently received from Clubs
and Districts, if the Global Grant application
is successful, approximately £35,000 will be
available for the project.
Our grateful appreciation is extended to all
Clubs and Districts who have pledged support
to this project which will give 2,000 children,
scavenging on rubbish tips in Manila, the
basic education materials and support we
take for granted. The project will remain
open for additional offers of support from
both Clubs and Districts until the end of May
when the formal grant application will be
submitted to the Rotary Foundation.
As we reach the end of our 7th year as a
registered charity, a year in which we have
sent over 150 boxes to Zambia, this
Newsletter comes with a huge thank you for
all the support we have received from the
‘family of Rotary’. You have invited us to
speak at District Conferences, Rotary Club
meetings and at events put on for the
express purpose of raising money for Literacy
Boxes. We have also been involved with the
activities of RotaKids, Interact, Rotaract and
Inner Wheel, as each has played their part in
helping us give hope to the children in
Zambia, that through education, they may
have a better future.
Over to Ian for the remainder of this
Newsletter. Enjoy the read.
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OUR SENSES AWAKENED PART II
Mfuwe is in the heart of the Luangwa Valley
in Zambia, an area of wonderful wildlife and
the game reserves that showpiece its
wonders. Much of the employment in the
area is driven by the tourist industry and
many years ago a reserve owner, Jo Pope,
recognised the unique situation and set
about supporting local community schools, as
she knew that education was vital to the
success of any business in the area –
especially game tourism. The charity she set
up evolved into what is now called Project
Luangwa and it is with this charity that both
Roborough
and
Mfuwe
Rotary
Clubs
partnered in the Matching Grant.

Mfuwe Rotary Club had been busy setting out
the Literacy Box contents for distribution and
here Geoff is checking the 600 backpacks,
filled with the essential stationery items
from the boxes and ready for handing out to
the pupils.
Text books were also part of the project and
here the Headmistress, Beatrice Chabala,
along with pupils, is seen receiving some of
the consignment of local curriculum text
books.

Mfuwe Rotary Club, in conjunction with the
teachers, will ensure that the materials and
text books from the Matching Grant are used
to best effect.

MFUWE BASIC SCHOOL
MFUWE DAY SECONDARY SCHOOL
After a relaxing weekend, schools were back
in action and by 8.30am on Monday 16th
September we were at Mfuwe Day Secondary
School, the first school to receive school
materials from the Matching Grant.

The afternoon saw a visit to the Project
Luangwa offices in the grounds of Mfuwe
Basic School, to hear of the extent of their
work with local schools. This includes the
support of local schools through the building
or improvement of school facilities,
classrooms and libraries and the sponsorship
of pupils, who at secondary level have to pay
school fees. We then visited Mfuwe Basic
itself and spoke with the Head, Thomas
Sikele. Although the school classrooms have
improved since 2006, when they received the
first Literacy Box, the Government took
several of their classrooms to create Mfuwe
Day Secondary school, leaving the 1300
pupils with too few classrooms - requiring
children to take lessons on the floor. We can
do nothing about accommodation, but we try
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to help offset the lack of Government
supplied school materials, by sending
Literacy Boxes to the school.

Zambian children’s replies on this Facebook
posting.
In orderly queues, the pupils lined up to
receive their bags filled with school
essentials and, as they then received their
text books, showed their fashion awareness
with the caps, kindly donated by the
backpack suppliers, Mapac.

MKHANYA COMMUNITY SCHOOL
The next day we were up and away early to
visit Mkhanya Community School where 400
pupils would receive their share of the
Literacy Box contents and the curriculum
text books from the final part of the
Matching Grant. Ten of the Literacy Boxes
were packed by Penryn Interact Club and
contained personal letters from these pupils.

CHIPEMBELE WILDLIFE EDUCATION TRUST
In the afternoon we visited Anna’s charity,
the Chipembele Trust, home of Douglas, the
orphaned hippo, visited by Paul O’Grady in
the third programme of his ITV series ‘Paul
O’Grady’s Animal Orphans’. The Chipembele
Trust ensures that local communities,
through their children, understand fully the
value of their local wildlife and how, by
protecting it for visiting tourists to view,
they are ensuring their own economic future.

Here, Anna Tolan, a Mfuwe Rotarian and
Director of the Chipembele Trust, an
environmental charity that work closely with
Project Luangwa, is holding the letters from
Penryn, before Patricia, the Headmistress,
presents them to the pupils.
The Mkhanya pupils penned their thanks in
response letters which we brought back for
the Penryn Interactors. You can see the
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PROJECT LUANGWA

Project Luangwa, delivers an urgently
needed new blackboard for the school.

Early Wednesday morning was spent visiting
Mfuwe Day Secondary School, to see the
scope of the Project Luangwa work at the
school. It was carried out to cater for the
increasing numbers of older children, who
come from far and wide to the school. Such
improvements are seen from the first photos
we ever received from the area in 2005/6
and this photo of new classrooms, shows the
quality of support that Project Luangwa is
offering.

The final school that day was Kakumbi,
accessed along a road with horrendous
potholes. They had recently received
Literacy Boxes and here the emptied boxes
can be seen, already being used for vital
storage.

We saw three further schools supported by
Project Luangwa later that day. Katapila,
which is having new classrooms built, is
twinned with Elmtree School in Chesham,
giving Katapila the experience of learning
about a non-African overseas culture.

MFUWE ROTARY CLUB

Kapita Community School is really run down
and due to be better supported, but in the
short term, important issues are being
addressed. Here Karen Beattie, Director of

Wednesday night was the meeting time of
Mfuwe Rotary Club. Since the arrival of the
Literacy boxes and text books in Mfuwe, the
Rotarians had been busy preparing for their
distribution on the Monday and Tuesday - so
this meeting was the time for Geoff and Ian
to thank the Club for their part in the
Matching Grant. Here, President Charles Zulu
is exchanging Club banners with Geoff
Lucock, Trust Treasurer and Chairman Ian
Parker, after which we all enjoyed a typical
Zambian barbecue, cooked by one of two
new members inducted that evening.
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most of the community schools we visited,
volunteer teachers were present.

MSORO
Thursday was a day we will remember
forever, as we literally went on safari to
Msoro, the second school to receive a
Literacy Box back in 2006. In 40 degree heat,
the dust and woodsmoke were our constant
companions as we travelled in an open top
safari truck for three and a half hours on the
‘main road’ from Mfuwe to Msoro!! The main
road went straight through the rural
communities and farms.

A concert followed wherein songs of praise
were sung and readings were given. Both
praised God for their life, while Literacy
Boxes were singled out as having helped
them in their education. Florence confirmed
this when she said that because they had
received Literacy Boxes on a regular basis,
and we had also arranged for Zambian
publishers Longmans to supply local
curriculum textbooks, all pupils were
completing primary school, with many going
on to secondary level – ‘This would not have
happened without your support’ she said.
’Usually only half to three-quarters of pupils
complete primary education in rural
communities’ she added.

Arriving in Msoro, we were met by one of the
teachers and escorted to the school where a
reception party had started to gather.
We were met by Florence, who manages the
school, along with the Head, Thomas Muleya
and his staff. Two of his staff are volunteers
and although supported day by day by their
community, they do not receive actual
payment for their work. We found that, in

We said our final ‘goodbyes’ and set off once
again for Mfuwe, but by a different route,
with little by way of villages – just mile after
mile of dry Zambian scrub and forest. The
journey back to Mfuwe was emotional, not
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only because of the feedback in Msoro,
showing that Literacy Boxes do make a
difference, but because we had time to
reflect on all that we had experienced in the
last fortnight. This would be our last night in
Mfuwe before our return to Lusaka and
home.

FACEBOOK ROUNDUP
Do have a look at our Facebook page
www.facebook.com/literacyinabox
to find out about all the other Literacy in a
Box activity that has been going on over the
last few months. You don’t need to be a
Facebook user to see our content.
You can also access all of our Facebook
postings very easily from our website
News Events page
www.literacyboxtrust.org.uk/news.html
If you’re not already a Facebook fan then
please become one and if you’re not a
Facebook user just bookmark the above link
and make regular returns.

THE LAST WORDS
AND FINALLY
Back in Mfuwe, we reflected on our trip over
supper and had the final chance to see local
wildlife. This trip has left such a mark on
our hearts, while bringing the whole plight of
the Zambian children into real perspective.
It is not a disaster as we know it, but it is a
travesty that the basic right of a child in a
modern world - to have ready access to full
educational options - is not readily available
in Zambia. We hope that our regular
contribution to a small group of children
continues to make a difference to them.

Since our last Newsletter we have packed and
dispatched 14 boxes to Zambia in February
and 12 in March. The February consignment
was particularly poignant for us as it was part
of the final shipment from Operation Sunshine
in Tavistock.
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Operation Sunshine has been our logistics
partner since 2006 and it was with great
sadness that we witnessed the departure of
their last ever container.

to see them working with our local Rotary
charity Literacy in a Box.”

However the Folkestone branch is continuing
from strength to strength and we sent 12
Literacy Boxes on their container that left
for Zambia in mid March.
This was an historic consignment for us as it
included, not only our 400th Literacy Box sent
to Zambia but also our 500th Literacy Box
sent to all destinations worldwide. a
wonderful way to celebrate Rotary Literacy
month. We were particularly pleased that
Tavistock Interact Club were able to help us
pack the boxes thus maintaining our links
with Tavistock.

I hope this Newsletter has helped you
‘feel’ the tangible needs of the children of
Zambia. It is not the heart-wrenching need
of people caught up in a disaster, but it is a
real and long-term need as they struggle to
survive and grow in their communities and
prepare for the world outside.

They deserve our support
just as much.

Please help us to make
the childrens’ dreams
come true.
The Interact Club includes students from both
Kelly College and Tavistock College and
packing took place in the sixth form centre at
Kelly College.
Stephen Lay, Rotary District Governor for
West Devon and Cornwall was in attendance
as was Graham Hawley, headmaster of Kelly
College and member of Tavistock Rotary Club
and Literacy in a Box chairman Ian Parker.
Stephen said “Tavistock Interact is a great
club, and a fantastic addition to the Rotary
family. It was one of the highlights of my
predecessor John James’ year when he
handed over their charter and I'm so pleased

The next Operation Sunshine container is
scheduled to leave from Folkestone in
June. Please help to send as many boxes as
possible.
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