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Chairman’s Chatter
Dear Supporter,

May I welcome you to our latest newsletter. In my last ‘Chatter’ I reached out for support and help
with our PR. I am delighted that Maggi Douglas-Dunbar has offered to help with our news on
Facebook, so please look out for her posts. Allan Berry, previous Editor of Rotary Today, is also on
board and has already overseen the production of our latest brochure and a rebranding exercise.
We are delighted with this and also that he has kindly offered to be our Newsletter Editor. Finally,
our ongoing thanks go to Geoff Vines, our webmaster, who is focal to the progressive update of our
website.
Another new face and an addition to our field support team is Malcolm Wells, MBE who has joined
us as an Ambassador on a volunteer basis. We feel very privileged to be able to welcome Malcolm
to our team. We shall be highlighting our Ambassadors in a future issue of the Newsletter.
Since we last ‘chatted’ and with your continuing financial support, the Trust has continued to help
our children in Zambia as we celebrate the sending of the 800th Literacy Box to Zambia and the
imminent sending of our 1000th box worldwide. For this support we are very grateful, but the
reality is that the children need their school materials year in year out until they finish school. So,
I hope we can continue to rely on you in the future to give this continuity of supply of Literacy
Boxes.
You may be aware that as of 25th May, there are to be new data protection laws in place. We will
be e-mailing you separately about this in early May, as in the future we will require your
permission to contact you. We look forward to your reply.
Enjoy your read.
Ian Parker
Chairman
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Zambian Feedback:
We try our best to obtain feedback of Literacy Boxes being distributed and used so that donors can see
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the results of their valuable contribution ‘at work’. The availability of a container and the time taken
to reach the destination for the Literacy Boxes means it can be 6+ months later that we receive the
feedback photos. However, feedback photos and videos are always a delight and the following
feedback photos are our most recent from Zambia and the Philippines.
Often, we are asked to send a Literacy Box as a dedication and Taonga School received such as box sent in
memory of Rotarian Peter Webster by his Club Goole RC ( left photo ). A collaboration between Monifieth
Rotary Club, near Dundee in Scotland and Monifieth High School saw three Literacy Boxes being sent to
Taonga School, Lusaka (centre and right photos ).

Also in Dundee, their High School Interact Club swimmers, ‘The Dippies’ competed in the local Swimarathon
and raised enough funding for four boxes, being used in George Compound School, Lusaka ( photos left and
central ) Meanwhile a group of Church ladies in Woodford, Plymouth contributed a box which went to
Toanga School ( photo right ).

Philippine feedback:
Since 2010, Literacy Boxes have been sent to a school in Tondo, Manila, built out of 80 shipping
containers by Jane Walker MBE of the Purple Community Fund. It was built to help educate the
children of the infamous Manila rubbish dumps. One of our Ambassadors Dennis Meadus has raised
funds over many years for the school and the most recent consignment of 24 Literacy Boxes, can be
seen being loaded onto a container in Southampton ( photo left ) and being unpacked in Manila ( photo
right ). We will receive photos of children with their school materials when they return to school.
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Children helping children:
Stories of ‘children helping children’ we find really inspiring. Out of the blue, we receive donations
from schools that found us through our website and were moved enough to want to help. Brilliant!!
Mostly however, schools have a Rotary Club or parent / grandparent support in what they do to raise
the funds that help their colleagues overseas. And what they do is creative, energetic and inspirational
– a wonderful advert for the current generation of children. Over the course of last summer, several
schools in New Malden, Surrey, in partnership with their community and local Rotary and Inner Wheel
Clubs, raised enough for 13 Literacy Boxes. The first four were sent last year to Jedidiah School in
Lusaka ( photos below ) while the other nine went on a later container to Manaca, George Compound
and Kutemwa – all around Lusaka. We await those photos.

Our Founder’s Memorial Plaque:
We reported, in our last Newsletter, the passing of our Founding Chair, Forbes Watson. In his memory,
we commissioned a slate plaque which we sent out in one of the four Literacy Boxes funded by Forbes’
family and friends. The boxes were destined for Mfuwe, the birthplace of his vision, to be placed in
Mfuwe Basic School, which received the first ever Literacy Box. We will be visiting Mfuwe to see the
plaque, as part of our celebration of International Literacy Day on 8th September, but in the meantime
here are a few photos of the school; Forbes’ Plaque with Andrew of the Chipembele Trust ( who fitted
the plaque ) and the proof for the Plaque.

The 800th Literacy Box to Zambia:
In January we packed the 800th Literacy Box to be sent to Zambia. It was donated by our partner
Rotary Club, Roborough, with funds raised at a Choirs Festival organised jointly with Tavistock Rotary.
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Malcolm Wells MBE:
We are thrilled to welcome Malcolm to Literacy in a Box as a volunteer Ambassador. We feel honoured
that we can now call on his vast experience to help us move forward in trying to help our children
complete their education. He has hit the floor running and already helped us on our stand at the Inner
Wheel Conference in Bournemouth and at the RIBI Conference in Torquay.

Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal:
At the 93rd RIBI Conference in Torquay we took a stand in the Rotary Showcase and were delighted that
HRH Princess Anne found time to stop and have a word about our work. It was an honour and a
privilege to meet her.

Contact information & useful links
Postal address:
LitBox, PO Box 243, Plymouth, PL6 6WU
Telephone numbers:
(+44) 01752 784540 ( office and fax )
(+44) 07981 148089 ( mobile )
Email contacts:
You can contact the Trust and one of its members will respond.
If you experience any problems with this, please email the webmaster.
General Information:
Please visit the Literacy in a Box website for information, videos and other available resources.
Literacy in a Box Trust is sponsored by the - Rotary Club of Roborough, Plymouth
Useful links:
These links are provided for your convenience and interest. Please note that the Literacy in a Box
Trust take no responsibility for anything you may come across as a result of following these links.
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